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GOdWiIl 616.243.3131

PLUMBING | HARDWARE | HEATING & COOLING | WATER TREATMENT | DESIGN CENTER
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CUSTOMIZED PROFESSIONAL CARE
SERVICING THE GRAND RAPIDS AREA

PROVIDING PET SITTING SERVICES

a4 Unigue ad Gt Zet Zd

We can customize our services to fit your needs

and your first consultation visit isys free. .
§ OUR COMPANY AND EMPLOYEES ARE F
my'l

o O

SNOWBOARD L | . & M The Crushed Grape is known for an

CROSS COUNTRY | ) : : exceptional selection of local and

SNOWSHOE g - - * international wines, some of the
APPAREL - AN PR

FULLY INSURED AND BONDED.

most popular and hard to find

ACCESSORIES
FULL SERVICE SHOP
& MORE!

spirits and a wide variety of craft
and import beers. In addition, we

offer a large array of gourmet

! iy
g |
Pet Sitting & Doy Walking

2009-2019 ¢ PET SITTING & DOG WALKING

foods, gift items, custom gift

(616) 633-9902 + www.grandrapidspetagree.com baSketS and beverage Caterlng'

BOOK YOUR PET CARE

We invite you to stop by or give us

At MK Professional Painting, we believe
color is the foundation of any new design.
Inside or out, you'll be amazed what a
fresh coat of paint can do!

a call, and allow us to help you find

that special something!

siseigl . ﬁut: Hours:

: R eae” v 41-’# r
12 years of experience. samual | QTR T s

Fully insured ' @S LLLLEL s ot ;:-_ mecovs devs | NS Monday through Thursday

Lead-safe certified 6 ' v . ol | . 10 am — 10 pm | F”day and
Visit the website 4 R Sl | ey "N n ' Saturday 10 am to M|dn|ght |

for a free estimate.
) COUNTRY SPORTS Sunday Noon to 8 pm

mkpropaint.com
616.498.7389
mkp ropaint@gmail.com

Crer— - S _ = Location
painting project now! SN @ BRETON VILLAGE SHOPPING CENTER lioes L —— |
g 1884 EHETDN HUAD SE , i La :..:u:.r_‘é. e ."F | o 15 1 i 2869 Knapp NE | Grand
GRAND RAPIDS, MI 495086 AT G P Rapids Ml 49525
B18/490.6060 | Phone: 616.719.2518 | Email:

ofessional painti .
professional painting info@crushedgrapegr.com
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TRIED & TRUE

g2

SUPERIOR SERVICE

I

S

Neighborhood

|

onsor

N D E X

This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted neighborhood vendor to use.

Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring the publication. These local businesses are

proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please support these businesses and thank them for

supporting the publication!

ADVERTISING
Living Magazines
(616) 502-1089
n2pub.com

AGE MANAGEMENT MEDICINE
Age Management of West Michigan
(616) 808-2695
AgeManagementMl.com

ANTI-AGING, BEAUTY & BODY
SCULPTING
Centre for Plastic Surgery
(616) 454-1256
gr-cps.com

ATTORNEY/ESTATE
Elliott Law
(616) 834-8209
ElenaElliottLaw.com

=) ELLIOTT
= LAW

AUTO DEALERSHIP
Betten Imports
(866) 268-2067

bettenimports.com

AUTOMOBILE DEALERSHIP
Courtesy Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
(616) 452-2143
courtesy.com

BALLET THEATRE & SCHOOL
West Michigan Youth Ballet Company
(616) 682-4853

BEVERAGE
The Crushed Grape

(616) 791-2518
www.crushedgrapegr.com

\\
Ve

Specializing in
Collaborative
Divorce Practice

Elena C. Elliott
elena@elenaelliottlaw.com
6701 Old 28th St., SE, Ste. A
Grand Rapids, Ml 49546-6937

616.552.9080
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BOTANIC GARDENS
Frederik Meijer Gardens and
Sculpture Park
(616) 957-1580
meijergardens.org

BUILDERS & REMODELERS
Cutting Edge Builders
(616) 813-8649
cuttingedgebuilders.net

CREDIT UNION
River Valley Credit Union
(616) 787-7481
www.myrivervalleycu.org

CUSTOM HOME BUILDERS
Bruce Heys Builders
(616) 682-0592
www.heysbuilders.com

|i‘ ’
2N '«f, .

'l

DECKS & SUNROOMS
Sunspace of West Michigan
(616) 249-8712
Sunspacewestmichigan.com

DOGGIE DAYCARE
Dogtopia
(616) 222-1630
dogtopia.com/grand-rapids

FINANCIAL ADVISOR FEE-ONLY
Dunn & Laug Wealth Management at
Morgan Stanley
(616) 771-6021
advisormorganstanley.com/
dunn-laug-wealth-management

Zhang Financial
(269) 385-5888
zhangfinancial.com

FINANCIAL CONSULTING
2m Financial Group
(269) 615-2270
2mfinancial.com

FINE RESIDENTIAL PAINTER
MK Professional Painting
(616) 498-7389
mkpropaint.com

FITNESS STUDIO
Orangetheory Fitness - Knapps Corner
(616) 818-7220
northgrandrapids.orange
theoryfitness.com

FLOORING: IN HOME MOBILE
SHOWROOM
Floor Coverings International
(616) 822-6290
GrandRapids.FloorCoverings
International.com

FUNERAL SERVICES
Metcalf & Jonkhoff
(616) 940-7333
metcalfandjonkhoff.com

FURNITURE & DESIGN
Klingman’s
(616) 942-7300
klingmans.com

FURNITURE REPAIR/REFINISHING
Van Der Meulen’s Fine Finishers Inc.
(616) 931-0036
www.finefinishers.com

HOTELS & WEDDING RECEPTIONS
City Flats Hotel
(616) 451-1892
www.cityflatshotel.com

INDEPENDENT INSURANCE AGENT
Aspen Insurance Group
(616) 458-7808
www.aspeninsurancegroup.net

INSURANCE AGENCY
Lake Michigan Insurance Agency
(616) 234-6983
www.Imcu.org/insurance/personal/

INSURANCE AGENT
Farm Bureau Insurance - Garry Larkin
(616) 940-7043
Fbinsmi.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Vitale’s of Ada
(616) 676-5400

www.vitalesada.com

KITCHEN & HOME DESIGN
Lifestyle Kitchen Studio
(616) 454-2563
lifestylekitchenstudio.com

LANDSCAPER
Clark’s Landscape
(616) 784-5525
www.clarkslandscape.com

MINISTRY/COMMUNITY
Mel Trotter Ministries
(616) 454-8249
meltrotter.org

MUSIC SCHOOL
ADA CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC
(248) 660-6360

OPERA THEATRE
Opera Grand Rapids
(616) 451-2741
operagr.org

PAIN MANAGEMENT &
REHABILITATION
BrightWave Pain Clinic
(616) 608-5551
brightwavepaintherapy.com

PET FENCING & TRAINING
EQUIPMENT
DogWatch Hidden Fences
(616) 260-6987
K9Keeper.com

PET GROOMER
Splash and Dash Groomerie &
Boutique
(616) 570-0166
www.splashanddashfordogs.com/
grandrapids

PET SITTING & WALKING
Pet Agree
(616) 633-9902
grandrapidspetagree.com

PHOTOGRAPHER
Falkinburg Photography
(616) 634-5094

The MittenTog
(616) 328-6470
www.themittentog.com

PLUMBING
Godwin Plumbing
(616) 243-3131
www.godwinplumbing.com

PRIMARY PHYSICIANS
Mercy Health
(616) 685-2500
MercyHealthPhysicianPartners.com

REALTOR
Lucas Howard Group
(616) 893-6478
www.lucaswhowardgroup.com

Michael Kooistra, Realtor
(616) 633-8846
www.michaelkooistra.com

RETIREMENT COMMUNITY
Heather Hills
(616) 942-1990
heatherhills.com

SKI & SNOWBOARD EQUIPMENT
AND APPAREL
Boyne Country Sports
(616) 420-6060
Boynecountrysports.com

TRAVEL AGENCY
ProTravel International
(616) 425-8720
protravelinc.com

TREE SERVICE
Monster Tree Service
(616) 307-1218
whymonster.com
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TUTORING / COLLEGE PREP
Prep Rally Tutoring
(616) 481-7696

WEALTH MNGMT WOMENS APPAREL
HS&C Wealth Management Lole
(616) 456-6550 (616) 805-5210
www.ameripriseadvisors.com/ lolewomen.com/atelier/grandrapids
VETERINARY SERVICES nicholas.w.hendon
Cascade Hospital for Animals
(616) 949-0960

www.chfa.net

GARRY LARKIN AGENCY

“As long-time members of this community, my
family and | appreciate all that this great area
has to offer. We are here to protect you and
your family with coverage that makes sense &
service you can frust”

FARM BUREAU
INSURANCE®

QALY

616.940.7047 | glarkin@fbinsmi.com

660 Cascade W. Parkway SE Svite 220 Grand Rapids, Ml 49546

“l understand the fmpar.*am:'e of prafecﬁng your
family and their future” - Garry Larkin

Piano, Voice, Violin, Viola, Guitar, Ukulele,
Bass Guitar, Flute, Cello, Percussion, and Drums

imsmrﬂt 1y

Muste

Contact our studio at 616-540-1895 or visit
us on the web at adaconservatory.com.

RENOVATIONS

INTERIOR DESIGN

- 'pUSTOM HOMES

Renovations including kitchens, baths, basements,
additions, whole house, sunrooms and outdoor spaces

CUttf n‘éy‘} Please follow

gc Builders our work on:
e e ot f©

Call us for a consultation View more of our
on your next project work on our website

616-825-6112 CuttingEdgeBuilders.net

DHE -
High Point { M

JRA Food Service Consultants
Commercial Flooring &Install
Dave Cole Decorators

Bakker Metal Fabrication
Ritsema

Elevator Services Inc

Custom Caulking

Handorn

%&W Masonry Innovations
Merchandise Equipment

Partition Systems

Suburban Landscapes

Universal Cabling

Universal Sign

Vos Glass

Looking Out with Julie Huizing

GMB

HEATHER HILLS

616.942.1990
1055 Forest Hill Ave

Independent and Assisted Living

Tt e ok ¢
HEATHERHIEES ¥
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Contact Ken Jansen to find out how
LMIA can protect what’s important
to you.

Kenneth Jansen LAKE
Phone: (616) 234-6983 MICHIGAN
Kenneth.Jansen@LMCU.org

GROOMERIE & BOUTIQUE

’g‘ Splash = Dash’

BEGﬂUSEf:THEY'RE g P

.h a-,

PP ie offer avarioty oy

- P9, geVices ¢, oet
p Y e
e M i O o o

Located in the Cascade East Plaza (616) 570-0166

5471 28th Street SE
Grand Rapids, MI 40546 SplashAndDashForDogs.com/GrandRapids
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Contributors At-Large - We are always looking for
4 residents to follow up on leads, find great stories

and send us ideas. Let’s celebrate the great things

happening in our community! Please email leigh.

consnoy  INTEGRATIVE MEDICAL WEIGHT LOSS Photographers,

Editorial Contributors

Conitributors

10 weeks! hunt@n2pub.com with your suggestions.

EVENTS COORDINATOR

Kathleen Buzzitta,
616-308-1646, | kathleenswanson@hotmail.com

PHOTOGRAPHERS

L
e
-

Ross lost over 80lbs

Katie lost over 90lbs

Lose 30 to 40 lbs
in only 10 weeks! BEEEEEIRLLY EDITORIAL CONTRIBUT

¢ Physician Supervised F R E E

* Real Food Diet Consultation today!

‘ :
* Weekly Consultations
¢ MIC Nutrient Injections
* HCG )
* Long Term Results /7\(93:“3“39“?‘“”‘
‘ « HSA/FSA Approved : of West Michigan

SPRING BREAK SPECIAL 1959 East Paris Ave SE, Grand Rapids, Ml 49546
$50 OFF 4 WEEK HCG PROGRAM Agemanagementmi.com ¢ 616-808-2695

Kim lost 115lbs

Sara Buzzitta Tricia Murray Donovan Amy Falkinburg Dionel Fisher Nicole Siembor

Meghan Donovan Courtney Collar Tara Danforth Beth Fisher

Gina Kastner Tayler Keefer Michael Kooistra Scott Seifferlein

Michelle Gordon

Aspen Strauss Emily Williams Anya Zentmeyer

DogWatch by K9 Keeper
Insurance might be the last thing on your mind. ; l , ! v 4 ’ : (6 1 6) 2 60 '698 7
But that's good, because it's the first thing on ours. Dowatch:! » : WWW.kngEDEf.COm

At Aspen Insurance Group, we know you'd rather H | D D E N F E N C E S , ‘! 1'558}{ abfju'[ Our SITEEEI"-{FEHE_‘E.

be making memories than thinking about insurance. Know before your dog does.

So why not let us think about it instead? Simply thE bE St -
L]
- - Hi John, it appears that the
Let's have a frank conversation about your needs, N'U' gettlng aruund 1t_ mgm e
ogWatch a call at 800
Contact us at 616.458.7808 or 1 mgiﬂ:ﬂ.ﬁ::‘d ke £o

visit us at aspeninsurancegroup.net

*
Lets have  frank Professional installation & Traihing
conversation. Access Key Information

Wire Break

Power Loss

Collar Battery Status
Activity Tracking
System Settings

. .IHELLO@THEMITTEINTOG.CO

" WWW.THEMITTENTOG.COM

Longest Battery Life (2 years)

Nl iy P e Service, repairs & upgrades to ™

616.328.6470 * ewieti < e
@F["dﬂkliﬂl]]lﬂh @ ASPEN existing systems (all brand

INSURANCE GROUP

M3 RAMNCI

Off-leash training

" & = @ ®
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I hope you enjoy this month’s edition of Ada Living. Thank you

EDITOR'S

for your readership, contributions, and support. Your kind emails

and messages regarding Ada Living are so very much appreciated
as this is truly a labor of love for our community. If you are ever
wondering, “Could we do a story about ...” or “I could use some
extra promotion for a nonprofit I'm involved with ...” or “My
neighbor’s home or yard is so beautiful it could be in a magazine

..” please reach out, as that is why Ada Living exists!

I also encourage you to continue to consider the sponsors who
support this publication first when a need arises. Many are small,
local business owners who have made it a priority to be involved
in our community. Let them know that you saw their ads in Ada
Living, as they may not ask you. And if you have a business of
your own, let’s talk. There are quite a few opportunities available
through our publications for resident business owners to connect
directly with their Ada, Cascade and EGR neighbors.

Ml Gate of TeRichard & Heten DeVos Iapanese Gardon. Proto bif Aeter McDatile!
Finally, here’s to a much-welcome spring! And

to those who are Irish, or at least Irish in spir-
EVENTS & EXHIBITIONS

iitlappy St. CatuE ua, A Lw AYS G R 0 w l N G NOW THROUGH APRIL 30, 2020 Fred & Dorothy Fichter Butterfiles Are Blooming

APRIL 3-AUGUST 16, 2020 George Segal: Body Language

Leigh Hunt
AdaylivingEditor ALWAYS BEAUTIFUL' FREDERIK MEILJER Gardens & SCU]DtUI‘E Park
616-86222 8l A I_WAYS N E w_ 1000 E. Beltline Ave. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525 TF: 1-888-957-1580

Leigh.Hunt@n2pub.com MeijerGardens.org | #MeijerGardens | @MeijerGardens KW@

West Michigan Youth Ballet Presents

Accepting
New Patients!

Concierge Medicine brings a new level of /

Friday, March 27- 7.00 pm
Saturday, March 28- 1:00 & 4:30
Storytime Saturday with Coppeélia at | 1:30!

"
R e gk
Mercy Health. We provide patients 24/7 access AR ¥ E

to primary care physicians, same- or nexi-day ;‘ * | 3
appointments, extended visits and prevention L "‘
and personalized medicine,

Call Today! 616-552-4410 '

convenience and individualized medicine to T r—
J

Steven
Concierge Medicine Triesenberg, MD
Bengtson Center, Level 2 i Forest Hills
: : William Baer, MD, .
2155 East Paris Avenue SE, Suite 220 PharmD, ASH-C, CPI Fine Arts Center

Grand Rapids, MI 49546

West

Michigan
YOUTH i
BALLET

BeRﬂma 1’1{2],1:)]_{3_1 MercyHealth.com/Concierge

Tickets online

LOLE ATELIER GRAND RAPIDS A
2213 WEALTHY ST SE, GRAND RAPIDS, Ml 49506 wr —
ol F ==
follow us @lolegrandrapids q"-' ? —— e | at‘ wmyborg
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e, 2 e
Gomemes #1-Rated
Serving Grandfﬁqpids For-Over 50 Years

I vt IR —
e :._-..._.-.-h

————

As the #1 Chrysler,

- Dodge, Jeep & Ram
dealer in West Michigan
we will continue to bring
you the best vehicles
and the best sales and
senvice experience as we
have for over 50 years!

real resulls

FOUND HERE

Yo skin is your best secessory, AL the Centre for Plastic
Surgery, w have carchally chosen nothing but the highest
qquality, most technologically advanced, results-hased skincare
products to deliver healthy, besotibinl pore skin.

Explore our hand picked selection of clinically proven products:
al wwnsscendnefiprresitin.eom: shop

BCITYFLATSHOTEL

Wedding receptions, corporate events,
social gatherings, and more! Book your next A NN r
event at Events @ CityFlatsHotel. - s ) .

866 609 CITY CITYFLATSHOTEL.COM - e, SCENTRE @

PLASTIC SURGERY.

14 Ada Living « March 2020

Friday, March 13
Anytime between 3:00-6:00 p.m.

The Community Church | 7239 Thornapple River Dr. ;‘59

Start at The Community Church to collect your clue sheet...
The clues will help you find sneaky leprechauns hiding around the Village...
How many can you find? Capture photos to post and share: #AdaVillage...

Return to The Community Church for prizes and refreshments!

For more details, go to http://adamichigan.org/events.
Follow Us: @AdaVillage

Extend the A ] '
1 OUEAOOL SEASON e soussnsscoegs

-1

Sunspace Sunrooms and their selection of outdoor life style products are designed to extend your enjoyment of the
outdoors without the wind, rain, stinging insects and harmiful UV rays, Sunspace Sunrooms, add beauty and family
comfort, while increasing the value of your home or cottage. Installing directly onto existing patios, decks and even
under existing roofs, we fondly refer to as 0.RD,, (Open Porch Disorder),
A e, A . s A

iR

% % 4% e sunspacewestmichigan.com
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meet your neighbor

BETH
FISHER

The Gift of Gab and a Love for Words
Lead to Launch of Debut Book

By Gina Kastner | Select Photos By Nicole Siembor

Ada/Cascade resident Beth Fisher is no
stranger to the rain. But all you have to do
is meet her and you know that she sees
sunbeams in most places, and when she

does, she catches them. As a young mom

at 25, Beth persevered through a success- i,

ful bone marrow transplant. Today, she .

is not only surviving, but thriving and I B_E_Ti %

sharing her story and insights through

one of her many passions—words.

-~

Where people are worth
more than money...

POOM n COWVLM;M% 9W (79 (jow.
iver (616)787-7481

(I/ 7177 Headley SE, Ada
affey www.myrivervalleycu.org

Credit Union
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Beth and her family (Peyton, Beth, husband Ryan, Chase and Olivia)

The spoken word comes easily to Beth. Over twenty-five years of
working in corporate sales, she has addressed crowds large and
small. At one point during her long career journey, she wondered
if she could ever even do anything else. Her mom highlighted

her obvious gift and calling to her when she said, “Beth, you can
speak to one or a thousand people without thinking a thing of it. I
could never do that, I'd throw up!” Beth was confused at how that
could be since it was simply what came naturally to her. The gift
of gab as some may say, but Beth’s gift is deeply bolstered with

experience, reflection, faith, authenticity and inspiration.

The written word comes easily to Beth as well. Two years ago,
she began writing more than her usual blogs, newspaper columns
and magazine article contributions. Beth has always enjoyed
writing even from a young age and wanted to write a book for as
long as she can remember, but never had time with a crazy busy
life of family, work, travel, education (she has two master’s) and
volunteering. With this impetus of recording her experiences, a
theme and a resurfaced dream emerged. Voraciously she contin-
ued to pour out her heart and mind on her computer. Before she
knew it, she had 27,000 words and musings organized into 17
chapters. During a writing seminar this past summer, Suzanne
Brooks-Kuhn who founded Brookstone Creative Group and Pub-
lishing, met with Beth and encouraged her to keep formulating
her message. “I would listen to you and your message, as would

my millennial daughters. Let’s get you to the finish line.”
And finish she did!

Remorseless: Learning to Lose Labels, Expectations, and Assump-
tions— Without Losing Yourself'was introduced onto book-
shelves and online last week. Learning to make decisions based
on “who you were created to be as opposed to succumbing to bad
decisions based on what others think” has been an evolving topic
through Beth’s life experiences, good and bad. Through delightful
laugh-out-loud stories, and insightful life examples, Beth brings
readers to a place of examining their own life and pondering how

this applies to them.

“I am convinced that if we saw ourselves as God sees us, we’d avoid
so many bad decisions,” she says. “Labels do not allow for the beau-

tiful differences and nuances that exist within each individual.”

Beth'’s daughter, Olivia, was not quite 2 years old when her mom was diagnosed with
leukemia. Beth has worked tirelessly with the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society over the
years. As Beth can attest, that mission has allowed her to see Olivia, now 23, grow up.

Beth now works at Mel Trotter Ministries as the Vice
President of Advancement and is a public speaker
and business/life coach. She is available for speaking
engagements to any group—business, church,
school, women, young adult, (fill in the blank!) and
you can contact her directly through her website.

Beth recently spoke at Baker Book House on March 3 to intro-

duce her new book. Remorseless is now on shelves at Baker Book

save the date

Please Join Us At Our Next
Living Magazines

Community
Event!

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22, 5:30-7 PM
INFINITI OF GRAND RAPIDS
2930 BRETON ROAD SE, GRAND RAPIDS, Mi

WE HAVE LOTS OF SURPRISES, FOOD, FUN, GREAT DEALS
& RAFFLE PRIZES FOR THOSE WHO ATTEND! WATCH FOR
MORE DETAILS IN UPCOMING EMAILS, FACEBOOK POSTS,
AND OUR APRIL ISSUE! SEE YOU THEN!

INFINITI.

House, Amazon, local retailers and available anywhere books are

sold. You may also order through her website bethfisher.com.

Beth now works at Mel Trotter Ministries as the Vice President
of Advancement and is a public speaker and business/life coach.
She is available for speaking engagements to any group—busi-
ness, church, school, women, young adult, (fill in the blank!) and
you can contact her directly through her website. She brings her
corporate and theological experience in conjunction with her
humor and difficult personal experiences (i.e. cancer, divorce,
step-parenting, navigating from for-profit to NFP) to individuals
and teams all over, helping inspire them to show up in their own
stories and circumstances to effect change, re-engineer process-

es, and execute goals.

After meeting and speaking with Beth, I can’t wait to get my

hands on a copy of Remorseless and one for each of my kids!

Ada/Cascade resident Gina Kastner is a registered
nurse who loves family time with her husband, Brian,
as well as her four children, especially when all are
in town. She enjoys tennis (playing and watching),
Bible study, writing, reading, painting, and dancing

to ‘80s mustc.

We love to highlight community residents to provide an opportunity

J for neighbors to learn more about one another and make connections.
If you, your family or someone you know would like to be featured, please
contact leigh.hunt@n2pub.com.

PHOTOGRAPHY

616-634-5004
www.falkinburgphotography.com
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Boarding a Sel’llﬂ

for Spring

Pet parents are faced with tough choices when spring wanderlust
strikes. Senior dogs and cats truly require more monitoring with

advanced age.

“Many of the concerns of old age such as joint pain, incontinence
or a change in behavior/temperament can make a boarding expe-
rience more trying,” said Dr. Laurie Brush, founder of Heaven at
Home Pet Hospice. “Sometimes the stress of boarding can cause
medical conditions to worsen. But good communication with the
caregivers and advanced planning can help keep your pet com-
fortable,” she said.

Exceptional Medicine=:
Compassionate Care Sinces 955

» .

Cascade Hospital for Animals
6730 Cascade RA SE | Grand Rapids, MI 49546
www.chfa.net * 616-949-0960

Breton Village Animal Clinic - NEW Location!
2496 Burton St. SE | Grand Rapids, MI 49546
www.bvac.net 616-988-4980

Breton Village

Hospital
i
for, Animal Clinic

L=
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In addition to providing documentation of medications, veterinary
info, condition details, routines and feeding habits, you will also
want to supply an advanced directive that spells out what kind of
emergency procedures you authorize in your absence. Ensuring
the provision of extra blankets, incontinence products, walking

mats and heated bedding will help keep your pet comfortable.

If you choose a licensed boarding facility, ask if there is an area
designed for seniors, which is an emerging trend in the indus-
try. Features such as an area located away from main stay and
play areas, extra soundproofing, raised beds, extra-bedding, and

increased monitoring create an improved experience.

For example, Whiskers Pet Spa and Resort is launching its “Villas”
wing later this spring, designed to cater to senior pets. Another op-
tion is boarding with an animal hospital that also provides geriatric
treatments such as hydrotherapy, acupuncture or cold laser thera-
py. Grand Rapids is fortunate to have several boarding facilities of

this type, such as Cascade Hospital for Animals.

Other pet parents may be more inclined to seek trustworthy
“in-home pet care providers” who either offer up their homes for
overnight stays or come to your home. Resources available in-
clude the “Air BNB” of the pet world, Rover.com, or in-home pet
sitting services. Dr. Brush recommends doing due diligence and
asking specifically about caregivers’ experience with senior pets,
checking references, and asking if the caregiver is bonded and
insured. Trial stays will help your fur friend feel comfortable and
help determine if the arrangement is the right fit before consider-

ing an extended trip.

Whichever type of boarding experience you choose, thoughtful
preparation will help take the stress out of spring vacation for

both you and your senior pet.

Dr. Laurie Brush of Heaven at Home Pet Hospice
and her rescue dogs, Beezus and Henry. Heaven
at Home Pet Hospice can work with you and your
routine care veterinarian to help you give your
fur-baby the highest quality of life possible in his
or her final chapter. Visit www. PetHospiceVet.

com to learn more.

dream home

Redefining the standard for your building experience.
CUSTOM HOMES & RENOVATIONS heysbuilders com = 5990 Easl Fulton = Ada, Michigan »

Planning and Investment
Services for the |

Dunn & Laug
Wealth Management
at Morgan Stanley

Terri L. Dunn
Vice Presidant
Financial Advisor

Erik R. Laug, CFP®,CRPC®
Executive Financial Services Director
Partfolio Management Director
Financial Advisor

dunnandiaug@morganstanley.com | (816) 771-6021
171 Monroe Ave. NW Sulte 800 | Grand Rapids, MI 49503
Morgan Stanley Smith Bamey LLC. Member SIPC. CRC 2699106 09/19

Premium spots still available

" _We connect great businesses to their ideal clients through our
three touch-point approach: hyper-local neighborhood
publications, digital remarketing on Facebook and Instagram, and
social events where businesses can meet residents.

EDWARD VOLOVLEK - FRANCHISE OWNER

Edward.Volovlek@n2pub.com | (616) 502-1089

BT LASIY cacen CASCADE®S -Ada
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FINE FINISHERS INC.

mwf_%g%wa i

Experience craftsmen dedicated to providing the highest in quality and service.

e Custom Finishing @ Refinishing ® Caning
Residential & Commercial

500 E. Washington P.O. Box 198
Zeeland, MI 49464
(616) 931-0036

www.finefinishers.com
Grand Rapids: (616) 676-0783
In Michigan: (800) 968-4545

57 Lamoreaux Dr NW Comstock Park

616-784-5525
clarkslandscape.com

Since 1956,

Clarks Landscape has
been transforming
ordinary houses into
Extraordinary homes.

-/

VITALE’S PIZZA

Y

CALL FOR TAKE OUT OR DELIVERY!

VISIT Us FOR HAPPY HOUR MONDAY -FRIDAY NOON TO 6

VITALE'S OF ADA
6650 FULTONSTE | 616-676-5400
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precious pets

Meet

AD

FROM ADA

Ada is a hedgehog who is loved and owned by Ada resident Faith
Monaghan. Ada came into Faith’s life after she watched two
YouTubers named Marzia and Pewdiepie. The two had their own
hedgehog and Faith instantly fell in love with the animal and
wanted one for herself.

Faith adopted Ada into her family on May 5 of 2018 and has never
been happier with her decision. Faith says: “My hedgehog is very
introverted and does not enjoy a lot of human contact. Although
she loves to stick her head into toilet paper rolls, she normally
can’t get her head back out. So I’ll have to take it out only for her
to stick her head back in.”

Hedgehogs are adorable pets but can be challenging. If they get
scared often they curl up into a little ball so all of their spikes are
sticking out. They are very solitary animals but can also be active
and playful. Many hedgehogs love to be bathed, and often if you
watch video online you can see them in the water with little tub

rings around them as they float around!

Faith says: “If you’re an anti-social person and want an animal

that you can relate to, a hedgehog would be a great option.”

Aspen Strauss is a senior at Forest Hills
Central High School. Her passions include
competitive horseback riding, soccer, music,
and being an advocate in her communi-

ty to spread awareness of American Sign
Language. Aspen loves animals and one day
hopes to make an impact in the field of jour-

nalism or film and radio productions.

Y By Aspen
Strauss

We know how much you cherish your pets and we welcome the

4 opportunity to introduce them to our community and would love to
feature them. Please contact leigh.hunt@n2pub.com, and we will highlight
them in the next available issue.

JEETH
BRUSHING

7l

. EXCITEMENT =>

il =
i 1
SAE, OPEN-PLAY DAYCARE
" JEXERGISE & EDUCATION
JWESE

Where avery day i
THE MOST
EXCITING

DAY ¢y t)) dogtopia

Diayeare - Bourding - Sa
D:-ﬂ!uF-iu of Grand R.IP:iII:
wreeer, dogtapia.com/grand -rapeds | (616) 222-1630
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ve homes and living spaces

PROTRAVEL

INTERNATIONAL

PERSONALIZED LUXURY TRAVEL

CRUISES
FAMILY VACATIONS
ADVENTURE & ECO-TOURISM
WEDDINGS & HONEYMOONS
UNIQUE AUTHENTIC JOURNEYS
EXCLUSIVE VIP GETAWAYS
GOLF & SPA GETWAYS

Christie Roels « 616.425.8725 « christie.roels@protravelinc.com

WWW.PROTRAVELINC.COM
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CAscADE COUPLE
CATCHES SECOND CHANCE
ON DrREAM HOME

By Kevin Wensley | Photos by Brian McDonald Photography
and Next Door Photos

Though Ken and Karen Van Dyke have only lived in their new
home since November of last year, you’d think it had been much
longer. I don’t think a home and its owners could be more suited
to each other than the Van Dykes to their home on Kenrob Court.
This is a pairing that almost never happened, though in hindsight
it seems inevitable. Flash back to 2017, Ken and Karen were emp-
ty nesters after having raised three children in their home of 25
years in Fulton Heights on the NE side. They began their search
for a new home where they could spread out and enjoy retire-

ment in a quieter and more peaceful environment.

Enter Kenrob Court. This home was on the market at the time
and checked off all the boxes. Situated on two+ acres set way back
from the end of a cul-de-sac in Waldenwood Estates, it had the
privacy they were looking for. The interior had been complete-

ly remodeled in the early 2000s in a primitive Early-American
style featuring hand-crafted built-ins by renowned designer and
carpenter David T. Smith. Wide plank pine flooring was added
throughout mirrored by a pine-beamed ceiling in the open kitchen
and sitting room. While primitive in style, the kitchen is anything
but in terms of functionality. Hidden in those beautiful built-ins are
high-end Sub-Zero and Wolf appliances and finished with unique
surfaces such as the curly maple and soapstone counter-tops. You
can almost picture an early pioneer cooking a meal in the massive
all-masonry fireplace with a hand-hewn wood beam mantle. Ken
and Karen have been avid antique collectors for many years and
the style of this home fit their tastes to a T.

However, it was not meant to be at the time. Another buyer
swooped in and snatched up the property before Ken and Karen
could put in their offer. They spent the next two years wondering
what could have been, casually looking at other houses. To their
amazement, this home came back on the market just two short
years later. They couldn’t believe their luck and put in an offer
that day to make sure they didn’t miss out again. Their extensive
antique collection is now in place (mostly) and fits seamlessly

with the design and layout. There is even a perfect spot for their

prized antique: their nearly flawless 1965 Corvette has a perma-
nent spot in the spacious two-stall barn. As the weather warms
up you may spot this Nassau blue ‘Vette cruising around Cascade

so give them a wave and welcome your new neighbors!

The Van Dykes' extensive antique collection is now in place (mostly) and fits seamlessly Kevin Wensley ts a Cascade resident and

with the design and layout. There is even a perfect s?ot for thelr prized antique: their Realtor with Novosadﬁealgy Partners. He
nearly flawless 1965 Corvette has a permanent spot in the spacious 2-stall barn.

is passionate about helping clients get the
most for their home using his extensive
experience in painting and remodeling. In
his free time, he enjoys skiing, biking and
golfing with his wife and son.

Do you or your neighbors have an eye-catching home or yard? Don't
let it go unnoticed. Contact leigh.hunt@n2pub.com to be featured in an
upcoming issue.

The Market is Shifting!
Ask MK how!

Email Michael for a value analysis of your home today!

mkooistra@grar.com

Michael Kooistra

616.633.8846
mkooistra@grar.com
_ w Keller Williams Realty
ETCATIF & JONKHOI'F
RAL SERVICE
SINCE 1894

MEICALFAND] ONKHOFF.COM MICHAEL KOOISTRA KELLERWILLIAMS
4291 Cascapk RoAD SE | 616.940.7333 REALTOR

kw GRANDRAPIDS

www.michaelkooistra.com

@kOOiStragr @ https://www.facebook.com/MichaelKooistrakW _§

DigNiTY, INTEGRITY & DISTINCTIVE SERVICE
PRE-PLANNING, GRIEF SUPPORT, BURIAL, & CREMATION
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Season S .By Lori Baas

s;

eclipse a few years ago. This meant traveling to southern Illinois
and fighting traffic with thousands of skywatchers to be in the
best position to view the event. They also bundled their three
small children in the car years ago and drove through the night
to an observatory for a rare viewing of Haley’s comet that only
appears once every 75 years or so. “Statistically, our youngest
might be alive for the next passing,” says Phil.

These astronomical tendencies are probably influenced by
Phil’s grandfather. The Veen Observatory near Lowell, Mich-

igan, is named after his grandfather, James C. Veen, who was

Y

- L3

—

A
T | westmi@whymonster.com

[ﬂEIIE:Z] www.whymonster.com

Tree Service." &

Why choose

Free, No-Obligation
Estimates

Upfront Pricing & No
Hidden Fees

Highly Experienced,
Certified Crew

Professional, Courteous,
& On-time

Locally Owned
& Operated
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Years ago, Phil
and Brenda Veen
bundled their three
small children in
the carand drove - &
through the night
toan,observatory
for'a rare viewing of
Haley’s comet that

' only.appears once
every 75 years or
so. “Statistically our
youngest might be
alive forthe next

« passing,’says Phil.

bers and completed in 1970.

When Phil and Brenda’s eyes aren’t on the skies, they are ped-
aling a bike trail or can be found at the end of a kayak paddle.
While they enjoy a 20-mile ride down Grand River Drive near
their Ada/Cascade home, favorite trails to pedal are the Little
Traverse Wheelway from Petosky to Charlevoix with gorgeous
views of Grand Traverse Bay and the Grand River Valley trail
between Saranac and Ionia. Sometimes they strap their kayaks
to the top of the car so they can bike in the morning and paddle
in the afternoon. Phil admits, “It gets harder as we get older, as

sitting in a kayak for more than two hours is a struggle!”

The Veens also enjoy volunteering in their retirement. Brenda
still works as a bookkeeper for a CPA several hours a month but
also helps with the baking of Paul’s Mom’s cookies weekly. The
cookies are sold to raise money to support Degage Ministries
Open Door Women’s Center. Phil volunteers maintaining supplies
for Family Promise’s temporary shelter and volunteers at their
church. Formerly a general manager for a manufacturing compa-
ny, he likes volunteering behind the scenes. “I don’t want to run

the show, I've done that enough years,” he says.

When cold weather arrives, they can be found indoors at the local
Y, keeping themselves fit so they can enjoy their active pursuits.
Phil also adds, “Our life got more interesting because two of our
kids moved back to Michigan this summer.” Now they can spend
more time with family. They had envisioned a lot more travel in
retirement but found they are happy pursuing activities closer to
home. Are there any other celestial sightings in
their future? “We have the next eclipse on our

calendar,” says Brenda, “it’s in 10 years.”

Lori Baas is an Ada/Cascade resident along with

her husband, Dan, and two children. She enjoys

running, hiking, biking, golf, travel, and reading.

Seasons is a feature page dedicated to celebrating Ada/Cascade’s older adult
J community. If you or a neighbor would like to be featured, please contact

leigh.hunt@n2pub.com.

PHoTO BY NICOLE SIEMBOR

SPRING INTO STYLE!

gETTEN [MPORTS

Where Relationships Grow

5901 28TH ST SE | BETTENIMPORTS.COM | 866.268.2067
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The summer before her freshman year
, of high school, Lizzie was diagnosed
-

with juvenile myoclonic epilepsy; a kind

of epilepsy that starts roughly when

2 — kid 2 kid

By Amy Teodorescu

Lizzie Agee is a senior at Northpointe Christian High School, a baton
twirler, and a cheerleader. She also has epilepsy. Each seizure wipes
out an entire day for Lizzie. They result in memory loss and complete
exhaustion. They have caused her to miss school and at one point
kept her from getting her license. While epilepsy is a central part of’
her life, it does not define her.

Lizzie loves to dance on her cheer team and as a baton twirler. In her
free time, she paints to relax. Her family also has a farm up north
where together they enjoy their horses, snowmobile and kayak. A
Vikings fan, Lizzie enjoys watching football with her family.

Lizzie’s epilepsy has played an integral part in bringing her closer

to her family. The struggle of epilepsy has been a source of bonding
between Lizzie’s two brothers and her parents. Her mom, Kathy
Agee, has been Lizzie’s rock throughout her entire journey with
epilepsy. A biology major and a teacher, Kathy took it upon herself
to sift through medical journals and articles to try to find something
to help manage Lizzie’s symptoms. They tried all different kinds

of medicines with unfortunate side effects. With Kathy’s research,
they were able to manage Lizzie’s epilepsy on a cellular level with a

common energy supplement for Coenzyme Q10.

When Lizzie was 14 years old, she started to experience uncontrol-
lable arm spasms each morning. Her arms would jerk randomly and
she’d drop her hairbrush. Though scary at times, they assumed the
spasms were just a symptom of tired muscles and didn’t worry too
much about them. Then, the summer before her freshman year, Liz-
zie, her mom, and her best friend all went on a trip to New York. One
morning, as they were getting ready for the day, Lizzie experienced
her very first grand mal seizure. Lizzie’s best friend kept her safe and
reassured her and they got on the plane back to Grand Rapids. They
went from the airport to the ER where they expected to be told that

she had a concussion. Instead, they were referred to Helen DeVos
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Funding for The Epilepsy Foundation of Michigan
8 pHEPS) 8

Children’s Hospital. After EEGs and a couple of weeks, Lizzie and
her mom were informed that Lizzie had juvenile myoclonic epilepsy;
a kind of epilepsy that starts roughly when someone is 14 years old.
Considering that there was no family history of epilepsy, they were
not expecting that diagnosis.

Two years after she was diagnosed, Lizzie looked up epilepsy events
and found a hockey game for epilepsy awareness. From there, her in-
volvement in the community flowered. Every year there are epilepsy
strolls to help raise awareness and funds for the Epilepsy Foundation
of Michigan. Lizzie couldn’t attend a summer cheer camp last year
and there her cheer team came up with an epilepsy awareness foot-
ball game where the cheerleaders wore purple bows and the football
players wore purple socks. Purple, the color of epilepsy awareness.
Lizzie spoke at the assembly for the football game as well as at an

epilepsy stroll.

Lizzie has since received her driver’s license after being six
months seizure-free. After high school, she plans to take a gap
year and work at Springhill Summer Camp as a counselor and do
missionary work until she enrolls in the MSU business program
as a marketing major. Lizzie’s dream job is to work in marketing
for the Epilepsy Foundation where she can help spread positive

change and awareness.

Ada/Cascade resident Amy Teodorescu is a regular contributor to
Living Magazines. The majority of her time is spent trying to develop
a life plan and get into a good college. When she’s not stressing over
her future, Amy participates in school musicals and the choir pro-
gram at Forest Hills Northern High School.

Hey, kids! We'd love to get to know the kids on your block. Do you know a
4 family that would enjoy being featured? Contact leigh.hunt@n2pub.com,

and we will do the rest.

athlete of

ii‘-

the month

Meet Austin ldziak

By Emily Williams

Austin Idziak, 16, is a sophomore at Forest Hills Northern high
school. He has been playing football for a total of 11 years starting
with flag football as a kid, then tackle, and finally JV as a fresh-
man. This year, he was pulled up to play on Varsity three weeks

into the season and was very grateful for the opportunity.

Austin and his team practice every weekday during the season
after school at the FHN field. His favorite mentor is his old coach,
Coach Medellin. Austin mentioned that he is inspired by Tom
Brady. “Even though he and his team win a lot, he always stays

humble and trains hard in the off-season,” said Austin.

As far as traveling for games, Austin doesn’t usually go outside

the West Michigan area; however, there have been some football
camps where he went out of state. Aside from playing games on fall
Friday nights, Austin has also participated in 7-on-7s, scrimmag-
es, and has coached elementary school flag football teams along
with some friends. The biggest honor he’s achieved during his high
school football career was getting pulled up to varsity. Over the
past two years of playing, Austin learned to “Always work hard and
never give up. Getting the outcome you wish for only gets achieved

if you stay determined and focus on your goals.”

Austin’s favorite thing about football is being part of the team and
always having fun with them at every practice and game. When
asked about his favorite moment, Austin talked about the time

he had with his teammates after scoring a 96-yard touchdown.
“They all came running up to me and were so proud of me; it was

the time of my life.”

After graduating, Austin plans on attending Notre Dame or
Michigan State University to study engineering. He also hopes to
continue playing football in college. For anyone hoping to start
playing football, Austin says, “You have to be willing to always
work hard and when you fall down you need to get back up and
give your all into every practice, game, and play that you take
part in. And even if things don’t go your way, you need to keep

your head up and move on.”

Emily Williams is a sophomore at Forest Hills
Northern High School. She lives in the Ada/Cas-
cade area with her family of four. She has one
older sister at Hope College named Maddy, and

she loves theatre and her three dogs!

If you or someone you know would like to be featured as our next Athlete of
J the Month, please contact leigh.hunt@n2pub.com.

As an Ameriprise private wealth  Call us today and discover the

advisory practice, we have the
qualifications and experience
to help navigate your complex
financial needs. Whether it's
investment management, tax
strategies or legacy planning,
we can work with you to grow

personal service you deserve,

HS&C Wealth Management

A private wealth advisory practice of
Amenprise Financial Services, Inc.
50 Louis St NW, Ste 510

Grand Rapids, MI 43503

and preserve what you've 616.456.6550
worked so hard to achieve. ameripnseadvisors.com'team/hs-c-
@ wealth-management/

HEEC Wealth Managoment

L, P Wl &by T

The Comgpass is 3 tredemark of Amenpnse Financial, Inc

Amenpnss Fmancial Seneoes, Inc. Member FINRA and SIPC. ) ‘3
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making a difference

Cascade Community
Foundation Awards

Make-A-Wish
Foundation
of Michigan

Contribution From CCF Thomas &
Joyce Wisner Fund Will Benefit Ada,

Cascade or Forest Hills Resident on
Make-A-Wish Waiting List

"1#

CALL US TODAY
T0 SCHEDULE YOUR FREE
IN-HOME CONSULTATION.

Bl BLINDS

Style and service for every budge

‘- BUDGET

SHUTTERS . BLINDS . DRAPERIES . SHADES . WINDOW FILM & MORE

We’'re your local, neighborhood experts. And we’re also backed by North America’s
#1 provider of custom window coverings. We do it all for you, measure and install

because we think that everyone, at every budget, deserves style, service, and

the best warranty in the business.

616-803-5653 WWW.BUDGETBLINDS.COM
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Since 1984, Make-A-Wish Michigan has granted more than 10,000 life-changing wishes

to Michigan children with critical ilinesses. Pictured from left: CCF's Justin Swan, Martin

Marino, Steve Hale, Curt Monhart, Dirk Bloemendaal, Kimberly Livingston, Justin Knapp,
Rae Ann Yuskowatz.

Cascade Community Foundation has gifted Make-A-Wish Michi-

gan with $2,500 to help a Cascade, Ada or Forest Hills area child
in need of a wish come true. The gift is designated from the Tom

and Joyce Wisner Fund.

“This request certainly popped out right away and caught our at-
tention,” said Cascade Community Foundation CEO, Justin Swan.
“To impact such a tremendous organization and to bring joy to res-

idents who are facing an illness, or worse, was very compelling.”

But the work has only just begun, according to Swan. “This will
only partially fulfill the need, so more is required to fully support

those hoping for this special experience of having a wish granted.”

As aresult, Swan is encouraging residents in the Ada, Cascade
and the greater Forest Hills area to come together and establish
an endowment fund at Cascade Community Foundation to help

fulfill more wishes.

“Establishing a long-term benefit for causes like Make-A-Wish
Michigan is the primary role of this community foundation,”
said Swan. “To help bring joy to those who are suffering in our
community is certainly a worthwhile cause, and that deserves
long-term support through a designated fund here at CCF.”

“We are excited and appreciative of this support and the poten-
tial to create greater impact,” said Dirk Bloemendaal, a member
of Make-A-Wish Michigan’s volunteer board of directors. “Nine
individuals in need of a wish in the Forest Hills area is nine too
many, which is why we are so thankful for Cascade Community
Foundation’s gift and their encouragement for our community to

do more.”

Cascade Community Foundation is a 501C3 established in 2001
now operating in its 20th year. CCF serves as the bridge between
impact and generosity in the Ada, Cascade and Forest Hills area
by offering long-term solutions and philanthropic services that
allow businesses and families to be intentional and strategic in
their local giving. Visit www.cascadecommunityfoundation.com

to learn more.

is National Peanut Month and
March 14 is National Pi Day

Let’s Have Some Peanut Butter Pie
to Celebrate!

Submitted by Ada/Cascade resident Maddy Williams

Ingredients

1 (9-inch) prepared oreo cookie or graham cracker crust
1 (8-ounce) package cream cheese, softened

1/2 cup creamy peanut butter

1/2 cup confectioners’ sugar

1 (16-ounce) container frozen whipped topping, thawed

15 miniature chocolate-covered peanut butter cups, unwrapped

Directions
1. Mix the cream cheese, confectioners’ sugar and peanut butter
together until smooth. Fold in 1/2 of the whipped topping.

Spoon the mixture into the graham cracker crust.

2.Place the remaining whipped topping over the top of the peanut
butter mixture and garnish with the peanut butter cups. Chill

for at least 2 hours or overnight before serving.

“This recipe is a favorite of our family and friends. It is great for

birthdays or special events as well as an easy-to-make sweet treat!”

Do you have a recipe that everyone raves about? Share it with your
J neighbors! Please send to leigh.hunt@n2pub.com so we can include it in

the next available issue.

fes '%'%ars
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222 Fulton Street East
Grand Rapids

616.454.2563
lifestylekitchenstudio.com
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making a difference

MeL TROITER
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Mel Trotter Ministries

el Trotter Ministries exists to demonstrate the compassion
Mof Jesus Christ, through rescue and restoration for anyone
experiencing hunger and homelessness. It all started in 1899 when
city leaders in Grand Rapids discovered an influx of lost and addicted
individuals. They called the Pacific Garden Rescue Mission in Chica-
go for help, and Melvin E. Trotter, a former hopeless alcoholic, was
called upon to start the Grand Rapids City Mission in 1900. In his
40 years of running the Mission, Mel Trotter tapped many others to

help start 68 more Rescue Missions across the country.

Mel Trotter Ministries (MTM) has served the greater Grand Rapids
area for 120 years. The organization is uniquely positioned for
growth in five key areas: Strategy, Sustainability, Partnership and
Collaboration, Excellence, and Faith. Housing objectives and strate-
gies have been outlined for each of these growth areas. MTM’s “Vi-
sion 2020” plan also identifies key performance measures that will
be used to track and evaluate progress. Vision 2020 is a dynamic,
ongoing effort. Many exciting changes are underway as Mel Trotter
Ministries adjusts to new circumstances and opportunities. How-
ever, the one thing that will never change is MTM’s commitment to
Christ and His people.

Speaking of God’s people—who does that include, you may ask.
“Everyone. We are not here to serve people based on what we think
they should look, act, or think like. We are called to demonstrate the
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compassion of Christ and offer services and hope to any human be-
ing who comes here,” said Dennis Van Kampen, President and CEO.

“People are worth immeasurably more.”

To that end, “Immeasurably More” is Mel Trotter Ministries’
unifying theme. It is MTM’s vision, and the framework that holds
their donors, staff, guests and work together. It echoes the entire
mission and is confirmed not only in people but in programming

and recent efforts.

After two years of negotiating with competing health systems, Mel
Trotter is launching free medical clinics onsite. The Mission has had
dental, vision, chiropractic, and RN’s onsite for many years; howev-
er, now there are physicians as well through partnerships with Spec-
trum Health, Mercy Health Saint Mary’s, Michigan State University
Medical School, and Grand Valley State University Health Systems.

MTM, who announced a merger with Heartside Ministry in January
of this year, has also entered into a deep partnership with Next Step,
a ministry that employs returning citizens from jails and prisons.
Next Step teaches the skills they need to be laborers, construction
workers, and craftsmen. Rundown houses were purchased from the
City off the tax rolls, then turned right around and totally renovated
by Next Step employees—ultimately restoring the once unlivable
houses into habitable and welcoming homes. Along with purchasing
the homes as part of its programming, Mel Trotter helped almost
600 men, women and children find permanent housing in 2019. Past
data shows that once families find permanent living, 80% of them do

not return to the mission.

Additionally, in 2019, 269 men and women found permanent full-
time jobs, and 207 came to faith. You see, while Mel Trotter Min-
istries has existed since 1900—they know people have existed and
been loved for even longer. Regardless of differences. Regardless of
the circumstances. Regardless of experiences. And certainly regard-

less of where they came from.

MTM believes that “immeasurably more” means just that—we
cannot measure or quantify the unconditional love God has for each
of us. Nor can we fully understand our worth and value, especially
in the midst of hardship. As we are each made in the same image of

God, we must hold each other’s pain in our hearts.

The Mission’s hope is that every person who walks through its

doors would come to know they are made for immeasurably more.
Mel Trotter continues to exist today to demonstrate that under-
standing—through faith-filled relationships, programming, and
accountability with homeless individuals and families which leads to

changed behaviors, and ultimately, restored lives.

And they do it, all while remaining steadfast to their unifying frame-
work and vision, one first stated thousands of years ago by a man
named Paul—who was also at one time lost before someone stepped
in to help him see the light. “Now to him who is able to do immeasur-
ably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is
at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus
throughout all generations, forever and ever! Amen.” (Eph. 3:20-21).

CIACTME BUCCIA -~

In March 2017, the School of Social Policy & Practice at the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania released a two-year study that revealed a
quantitative relationship between the presence of cultural resourc-
es in a neighborhood and key aspects of social wellbeing. Low- and
middle-income demographics with more access to the arts expert-
ence better education, security, and health outcomes. The benefits
of'arts education programs in schools are too numerous to list but
include improved academic performance, better decision-making
skills, focus, teamwork, and student accountability. Grand Rapids’

local opera company is listening to the research.

Opera Grand Rapids (OGR), Michigan’s oldest and longest-running
professional opera company, announced January 31 the creation
of a new Community Tickets Program. The company is prepared
to give away up to 900 seats to its spring production of Puccini’s
Turandot May 1/2 at DeVos Performance Hall. OGR hopes that

a focus on outreach and inclusion will not only strengthen the
community but also strengthen the opera company. “I don’t know
of many performing arts organizations that succeed by excluding
large swaths of the community,” said OGR Executive Director
Emilee Syrewicze. “We want to eliminate all barriers for people in

‘West Michigan to experience opera,” she continued.

The company is investing roughly $40,000 into the program

and is partnering with local community groups to distribute the
tickets. Unlike similar programs in performing arts organiza-
tions nationwide, OGR’s program will give ticket-holders prime
seating. “We don’t want to relegate community ticket-holders to
the worst seats in the house. That defeats the purpose of equity
and inclusion,” said Diane St. Claire, president of the OGR Board

of Directors.

The free tickets are available through partner organizations
and are restricted to individuals who are not previous OGR
ticket holders. The organizations partnering with OGR include

(but are not limited to): Grandville Avenue Arts & Humanities,

Opera Grand Rapids

"4 to give away 900 tickets to Spring Show at DeVos

Grand Rapids Public Library, Salvation Army of Kent County,
Woodlands/Suburban Library Cooperative, Grand Rapids Urban
League and Community Food Club. OGR is still accepting partner
organizations and program sponsors and the program is first-

come, first-serve.

Financial contributions to support the program can be made

online at www.operagr.org.

May1& 2, 2020
7:30 PM
s Performance Haﬂ\

#

' TICKERS Starting at $27

s NT TICKETS $5
Srudent '-‘,D___ irired

ticketmastercom

Box Office: 616.451.2741 operagr.org
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AIR FILTERS

Midwest Air Filter, Inc.
Marcie Down Shoham
(616) 459-2602
midwestairfilter.com

ARCHITECTS
Mathison|Mathison
Architects

Tom and Evan Mathison
(616) 920-0545
mathisonarchitects.com

ASIAN MARKET

Asian Delight Marketplace
Nancy Tuohy

(616) 827-1828
asiandelightmarket.com

ATTORNEY

Bettendorf P.C. - Tax and
Real Estate Law

Robert B. Bettendorf, J.D.,
Real Estate Broker

(616) 437-2450
rbettendorf@comcast.net

AUTO

Harvey Automotive
John Leese

(616) 949-1140
harveyautomotive.com

AUTOMOTIVE PRE-OWNED
SALES & DETAILING
Encore Motor Cars
Shannon Keefer

(616) 656-1010
shopencoremotorcars.com
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BAKED GOODS/DESSERTS
Carla's Cookies LLC

(arla Ford

(616) 340-9065
carlascookies.com

CATERING

Chick Fil A Grand Rapids
South

Brad and Rena Spurlin
(616) 299-2012
grsouthcatering.com

CHIROPRACTOR

Balanced 4 Life Chiropractic
Health & Wellness Center
Lindsay Rademacher DC

(616) 666-6092
balanced4lifechiropractic.

com

Taig Family Chiropractic
Timothy Taig DCand
(atherine Taig DC

(616) 949-9282
taigfamilychiro.com

CLEANERS/ALTERATIONS/TUXEDO
RENTAL

Afendoulis Cleaners &

Tuxedos

Becky Trierweiler

(616) 459-9169
afendoulistuxedos.com

COMMERCIAL INSURANCE
Hylant Group

Jeff Lumpp

(616) 855-7939
www.hylant.com

RESIDENT BUSINESS GUIDE

Attention Residents: Do you own or run a business? To
have your business listed monthly in the Resident Business
Guide please contact Edward.Volovlek@N2pub.com. There
is no charge and is open to Ada Living and Cascade Living

distribution recipients.

COPYWRITING/MARKETING
Purple Pen, LLC

Susan Maskell Alexander
(616) 634-8860
purplepencopy@gmail.com

DENTIST

Beltline Family Dentistry
Matthew Hudson DDS

(616) 957-4700
beltlinefamilydentistry.com

Renew Family Dentistry
Dr. Donald VanderLinde
(616) 245-3205
RenewDentalGR.com

Stephen Mulder Family
and Cosmetic Dental
Stephen Mulder DDS
(616) 447-1700
mulderdental.com

DJ /ENTERTAINMENT
Ptak Entertainment
Scott Ptak

(616) 485-8588
ptakdj.com

EYECARE/OPTOMETRIST
West Michigan Eyecare
Greg Ford, OD

(616) 949-8500
wmeyecare.com

FINANCIAL ADVISOR
Dunn @ Laug Wealth
Management at Morgan
Stanley

Erik R. Laug, CFP®,CRPC®
(616) 771-6021
advisor.morganstanley.
com/dunn-laug-wealth-
management

FINANCIAL ADVISORS
Discovery Financial
Angela and David
Muilenberg

(616) 957-9999
discoveryfinancialllc.com

FITNESS

Alkalign Studios

Elise Fiechtner

(616) 425-9340
alkalignstudios.
com/studio/grand-rapids

FLOORING

Century Cabinetry Flooring
Cleaning

Trent Schutte

(616) 988-4524
century.gr.com

FUNERAL SERVICES
Metcalf & Jonkhoff
Samuel Metcalf

(616) 940-7333
metcalfandjonkhoff.com

FURNITURE & DESIGN
Portobello Road

Rene' Growney

(616) 975-3002
portobelloroad.us

HAIR SALON
Sorella Hair Design
Rebecca Vaughn
(616) 940-0747
sorellahairdesign.com

HEATING & COOLING
Godwin Heating &
Cooling

Scott Bird

(616) 248-9537
godwinplumbing.com

HOMEOWNER AND
CONDOMINIUM
ASSOCIATION
MANAGEMENT

Urban Monarch

Rachel Kegley

(616) 228-4792
urbanmonarchmanagement.
com

INSPIRATIONAL
Joy Undiluted
Linda Anderson
(616) 822-3641
joyundiluted.com

INTERIOR DESIGN
Jennifer Butler Interior
Design

Jennifer Butler

(616) 240-0680
jenniferbutlerinteriordesign.
com

LASIK AND COMPLETE EYE
CARE

Grand Rapids
Ophthalmology

David Barrett MD

(616) 949-2600
seeitclear.com

Grand Rapids
Ophthalmology
Marcus Muallem MD
(616) 949-2600
seeitclear.com

MARKET
Kingma's Market
Alan Hartline

(616) 682-5073
kingmasmarket.com

MORTGAGE

Inlanta Mortgage

Brian Ferrick

(616) 485-1603
inlanta.com/people/brian-
ferrick

MORTGAGE SERVICES
Waterstone Mortgage
David Jackson

(616) 458-4500
waterstonemortgage.com

NUTRITION & WEIGHT
LOSS

DCMT Solutions

Don Drury

(616) 682-5120
ddrury-demt@comcast.net

ORTHOPEDIC SPINE
SURGEON

Orthopaedic Associates of
Michigan

J. Todd Brown, DO

(616) 459-7101
oamichigan.com

PIANO LESSONS
Eleete Music
Betsy Leete

(616) 667-7564
eleetemusic.com

REALTOR

K Cooley Properties
Karol Cooley

(616) 813-2945
karolcooley.com

Keller Williams
Ingrid Anastasiu
(616) 304-9387
Ingridanastasiu.com

Keller Williams East,
Michele T. Brown Group
Stephanie Hurwitz

(616) 443-9559
micheletbrown.com

Keller Williams Grand
Rapids

Michael Kooistra, CRS
(616) 575-1152
michaelkooistra.com

Marie A Hillery -
Bettendorf

Assoc Broker, CRS, ABR, GR,
RMM, SFR

(616) 291-2758
mariehillery@grar.com

ROOFING

Summit Point Roofing
John Van Wylen

(616) 622-6343
summitpointroofing.com

SKIN CARE CONSULTANT
Rodan & Fields

Amber McCarthy

(269) 720-5774
amberlmccarthy. myrandf.biz

SPACE TOYS
SpaceToys.com
Marcie Down Shoham
spacetoys.com

SURGEON/COSMETIC
Oculoplastic Associates of
West Michigan, PLC
Tiffany L Kent, MD, PhD
(616) 888-2948
tiffanylaurenkent@gmail.
com

VETERINARIAN

Forest Hills Veterinary
Clinic

Michael Knowles DVM
(616) 949-7420
foresthillsvet.com

WEB DESIGN/INTERNET
MARKETING

Web Traffic Partners
Chris Thomas

(517) 775-0089
webtrafficpartners.com
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For 123 vears, Klingman’s has offered the
very finest in quality home furnishings. From
casual lifestvie lo luxurious leather, from rich

traditional to gleaming contemporary, vou will
discover all of the latest stvies al Klingmany,
Grand Rapids’ Best Since 1896.

iy

Klingma

2084 28th Street SE | Grand Rapids
2975 West Shore Dr. | Holland
6025 W Saginaw [lwy. | Lansing
Klingmans.com

CONKELT YOUR HEART ﬁ 0 YGUR WORKOUT
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TRY IT FOR FREE" ORANGETHEORY.COM
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Call to schedule your free
I. M estimate today
’1'

@ 616.822.6290

FLOOR COVERINGS grandrapids.floorcoveringsinternational.com
Erick Hatfield, Owner

(e epad cenal

ZM FINANCIAL GROUP

ZACHARY
M. GRUSELL

ZAackG@ZMFIN.COM
(269)61 5.2770
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Current Listings in Forest Hills

ADDRESS LIST PRICE BEDS BATHS SQFT STATUS
4749 Old Darby Trail NE, Ada, MI 42301 5999999 & 4 5571 ACTIVE
2075 Pine Mook Court ME, Grand Rapids, M| 49525 $745,000 5 4 4200 ACTIVE
4844 Summer Ridge Court NE, Ada, M1 49301 $88%,000 & 4 4,332 ACTIVE
5615 Sanctuary Drive NE, Ada, M1 49301 $670,000 3 2 3844 50LD
4525 Gray Fox Lane, Ada, M| 49301 S745.000 4 3 4010 PENDING
1740 Flowers Mill Court NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525 3779000 4 3 5419 ACTIVE

. U e

Find out the value of any home in your neighborhood!

www.grHomeValuation.com

(h Lucas Howard

kw GRANDRAPIDS

KELLER

Group

4804 Cascade Rd 5k, Grand Rapids, Ml 49546
616.893.6478 | www.lucashowardgroup.com
&
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Working to end
homelessness one
life at a time.
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